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DIAMOND TECH CRAFTS: A Generation Green™ Recycling Project

Beaded Votives
BY: Rita Schwab for Diamond Tech Crafts 
(www.diamondtechcrafts.com)

SKILL LEVEL: 4 
(1 being the easiest, 5 being most difficult)
TIME TO COMPLETE: 4 hours

MATERIALS CHECKLIST
• 3 – 7oz bottles  

(I used Little Kings Beer Bottles)
• Studio Pro ¼” Copper Foil
• Silver plated wire
• 6 silver head pins
• Assorted beads
• Craft Stick or Fid
• Flux brush
• Flux
• 60/40 Solder

TOOLS
• Generation Green (g2) Bottle Cutter
• Soldering Iron
• Soldering Iron Stand (optional)
• Needle-nose Pliers

BASIC SUPPLIES
Ruler, Sharpie or marker, newspapers  
or craft paper. Vinegar/water solution, 
soft cloth

PROJECT TIP
• Always, wear safety goggles when using glass-crafting tools. Everyday eyeglasses have only impact 

resistant lenses.
• To ensure top performance keep your bottle cutter blade oiled.

INSTRUCTIONS
BEFORE YOU BEGIN
Read and carefully follow the instructions contained within the Generation Green (g2) bottle 
cutter manual.
1. Cover the work area with craft or newspaper.
2. Measure 3” up from the bottom of the bottle and mark using a Sharpie™ (Fig. 1).
3. Using the bottle cutter, score and break where indicated.
4. Smooth the rough edges as instructed in the bottle cutter manual.
5. Clean the cut edges of the bottle thoroughly with a vinegar/water solution and clean cloth. Foil will 

not stick properly if your glass is dirty or oily.
6. Start with ¼” (1.5ml thick) copper foil; peel back 3”- 4” of backing from the foil. Place the foil 1/8” 

from the edge of the rim. Wrap the entire perimeter with foil and overlap the ends ¼” (FIG. 1). Snip 
the foil at the curves to allow the foil to lie flat against the glass (FIG. 2)

7. Use a fid (if you don’t have a fid, a pencil or craft stick can be substituted) and burnish (rub) the 
surface of the foil to the edge of the glass. Press firmly, but not hard as too much pressure may 
cause the foil to tear (FIG. 3).
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8. Once burnished into place. Peel back another 3”- 4” of backing from the foil. Place it along the 
perimeter of the glass, at the edge of the rim. Wrap the entire perimeter of the glass with foil and 
overlap the ends ¼” (FIG. 4). Continue this process for all three glass votives.

9. “Tin” the copper foil with solder. To do so, apply flux using a flux brush to the copper foil. Turn on 
your soldering iron and allow to heat. When soldering an object that is round, place it on its side on 
an old hand towel so that the towel is away from the area being soldered but will keep the object 
from rolling.

10. Melt a small amount of solder – just enough to lightly cover the surface area of the foil. Remember, 
you are only applying a thin layer of solder to the foil.

11. Continue this process on all votives. Set aside to cool.
12. While cooling, string beads onto the head pins (FIG. 5). Use needle-nose pliers to create an eye loop 

at the top. Nip off any extra wire (FIG. 6).
13. To make the silver decoration, hold pliers at the end of the wire and bend into a spiral. Do the same 

on the opposite end of the wire, bending the spiral in the opposite direction (FIG. 7). Slip a beaded 
head pin onto each end.

14. Place the silver spiral on the glass and melt a tiny drop of solder onto the side or end of the coil 
where it touches the soldering edges of the glass. You may need just a dab of flux. Repeat with the 
remaining two spirals evenly spacing them around the edge of the glass. Clean thoroughly with 
soapy sponge and water.

15. Next, insert a scented votive in each and enjoy the sweet glow.
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